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For Discussion: A Response To Those Churches
Condemning Christian Zionism

(prophecynewswatch.com; Jan 21, 2026)
https://www.prophecynewswatch.com/article.cfm?recent n
ews_id=9427

Also: Huckabee responds after Jerusalem church
leaders claim Christian Zionism is a 'damaging
ideology’ (christianpost.com; Jan 21, 2026)
https://www.christianpost.com/news/huckabee-responds-
after-church-leaders-condemn-christian-zionism.html

What comes to mind when you hear the word Zionism?
Few words in the modern Christian vocabulary are as
misunderstood or as emotionally charged as Zionism.

How has the term Zionism become politically charged?
A joint statement by the Greek Orthodox and Catholic
Patriarchs of Jerusalem on January 17, 2026 labeled
Christian Zionism a "damaging ideology," reinforcing the
perception that Zionism is inherently political, extremist, or
morally suspect.

What did the US ambassador to Israel have to say

about the joint statement of Christian leaders?

Mike Huckabee said:
“I do not feel any sect of the Christian faith should
claim exclusivity in speaking for Christians worldwide
or assume there is only one viewpoint regarding faith in
the Holy Land. Personally, I’m part of a global and
growing evangelical tradition that believes the authority
of Scripture and the faithfulness of God in keeping His
covenants. That includes His covenant with Abraham
and the Jewish people.”

"Labels such as 'Christian Zionism' are too often used in
a pejorative manner to disparage free-church believers,
of which there are millions across the planet. Christians
are followers of Christ and a Zionist simply accepts that
the Jewish people have a right to live in their ancient,
indigenous, and Biblical homeland."

Huckabee said he couldn't understand why "everyone who
takes on the moniker 'Christian' would not also be a
Zionist."
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Is Zionism really only a political movement?

Christian Zionism, at its core, is not a political movement,

a voting bloc, or a demand for blind loyalty to the modern

nation-state.

e Itis atheological conviction rooted in Scripture,
flowing from covenant theology, confidence in God's
Word, loyalty to a Jewish Messiah, and the teaching of
the New Testament itself.

What Is Zionism Biblically Speaking?

At its simplest level, Zionism is the belief that the Jewish

people have the right to live in their ancestral homeland

because God made promises and prophecies in Scripture

that He intends to fulfill.

e  Christian Zionism affirms those promises not because
of modern politics, but because of biblical revelation.

Does being a Zionist mean Christians should never

criticize Israel?

Zionism does not require believing that the modern State of

Israel is morally perfect, divinely infallible, or above

critique.

e [t does not require supporting every policy of a
government any more than loving America requires
endorsing every decision of Washington.

Zionism, biblically understood, is about God's faithfulness

to His word.

Where do Christian Zionists get the idea that Jews

should be in the historical land of Israel?

It begins with God’s promise to Abraham about land,

descendants, and blessing: "To your offspring I give this

land... for an everlasting possession." (Genesis 12; 15; 17)

e This promise is repeated, expanded, and reaffirmed
throughout the Torah and the Prophets.

What is significant about the promise being described

as everlasting?

At no point does Scripture say the promise is revoked,

spiritualized away, or transferred to another people.

e The New Testament does not cancel this promise. Paul
explicitly teaches that the covenants belong to Israel
(Romans 9:4) and that God's gifts and calling are
irrevocable.

e Romans 11:29 tells us the Church is grafted into
Israel's covenantal story, not substituted in her place.
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To deny Israel's connection to the land is not a neutral
theological position. It requires reinterpreting or dismissing
hundreds of biblical texts.

How is Christian Zionism aligned with God's
character?
At stake in this controversy is not merely Israel but God
Himself.

Num 23:19 — God is not a man, that He should lie.
If God makes explicit promises, by oath, to a specific
people concerning a specific land, and then abandons those
promises, what does that say about His faithfulness?

If God fails to restore Israel to her land as promised,

what does this say about God's credibility?

The prophets repeatedly connect Israel's return to the land

with God vindicating His own name (Ezekiel 36).

e Restoration is not portrayed as a reward for
righteousness, but as an act of divine faithfulness
despite human failure.

¢ A God who keeps His promises to Israel is a God
Christians can trust with salvation, resurrection, and
the future of the world.

How is Christian Zionism also Christological?

Jesus did not float above history as a generic spiritual
figure. He was born a Jew, lived as a Torah-observant Jew,
ministered almost entirely in the Land of Israel, and
fulfilled Israel's Scriptures as Israel's Messiah.

e The incarnation is irreducibly Jewish.

How will the return of Jesus reveal His Jewish focus?

Jesus does not return to Rome, New York, or London.

According to both the prophets and the apostles, He returns

to Jerusalem.

e Zechariah 14 depicts Him placing His feet on the
Mount of Olives.

e Acts 1:11 insists that He will return in the same way
and place from which He ascended.

The geography of redemption matters.

e Christian Zionists emphasize that the story of Jesus
cannot be separated from the land, the people, or the
promises of Israel--past, present, or future.

How do we know God is not finished with Israel?
Perhaps the clearest New Testament defense of Christian
Zionism comes from Romans 9-11.

o Paul explicitly rejects the idea that Israel has been
permanently cast off. Israel's unbelief, he says, is
partial and temporary.

e The Church does not replace Israel; it is grafted into
Israel's covenantal tree.

What does it mean that Gentile believers are grafted

into Israel’s covenantal tree?

Gentile believers share in Israel's spiritual blessings, but

they do not erase Israel's calling.

e Paul warns the Church against arrogance and
forgetfulness, reminding believers that they stand by
grace alone.

e  Christian Zionists affirm that Israel still has a unique
role in God's redemptive plan and so loving Israel is an
important part of expressing the gospel.

How should we respond to claims that Christian

Zionism is just political activism?

This is a straw man... Christian Zionists do not support

every action of the Israeli government any more than

Christians support every action of their own nation.

e Moral critique, justice, and accountability apply to all
governments.

How should we respond to claims that Christian

Zionists hate Muslims, Arabs, or Palestinians?

This is false and unfair. Because Christian Zionism is

biblical rather than political, it affirms the dignity and

worth of every human being made in God's image.

e Loving Israel does not require hating anyone else.

e In fact, many Christian Zionists are deeply committed
to peace, reconciliation, humanitarian aid, and justice
for all peoples of the land.

What is the root problem with Christians not being

Zionists?

The real question before the Church is not whether

Zionism is politically inconvenient or culturally

controversial. The question is whether Scripture still means

what it says.

e Christian Zionism is not about power, nationalism, or
blind allegiance. It is about covenant faithfulness,
biblical consistency, and confidence that God finishes
what He starts.

e If God keeps His promises to Israel, then Christians
can trust Him with everything else.

Christian Zionism is not a damaging ideology. It is the

faithfulness of God on display.

What is the prophetic significance of Christians

rejecting Zionism?

When Christians reject Zionism, they often adopt an anti-

Israel stance or what is sometimes called Christian

Palestinianism or anti-Zionism. This rejection can lead to

several prophetic and spiritual consequences:

e Spiritual blindness and apathy toward Israel make
understanding Bible prophecy difficult resulting in
scoffing about the return of Jesus (1 Peter 3:3-4).



e Rejecting Zionism often aligns with replacement
theology. This view denies the future restoration and
kingdom promises to national Israel, which Scripture
clearly affirms.

e Proponents tend to embrace Kingdom Now theology
that deny the literal future kingdom promises to Israel.
This leads to a diminished emphasis on Bible prophecy
and an "upward look" for Christ's return.

e Historically, the church's rejection of Israel has
contributed to anti-Semitic attitudes and actions.

e Rejecting Zionism blinds the church to the prophetic
realities of the coming Millennial Kingdom and God's
unfolding plan.

In summary, Christians rejecting Zionism are turning away

from a biblical understanding of God's covenant with Israel

and His prophetic timetable resulting in:

e gpiritual blindness (apostasy)

o loss of prophetic insight (scoffing)

o a failure to anticipate the glorious future God has
planned for Israel and the world (loss of hope)

How is hating Israel but not the Jews still antisemitism?

The hatred is directed at the God-ordained instrument

through which God has worked in history.

e To hate the Jewish nation is the same as hating the
Jewish people.

This shows up in delegitimizing Israel’s right to exist,

applying one standard to Israel that you would not apply to

any other nation, and supporting movements that seek to

economically or politically destroy Israel.

What is the spiritual dimension in hating Israel?

Satan hates the Jewish people and aims historically to

exterminate or suppress them because through Israel the

world has been and will be blessed.

e Anti-Israel rhetoric and action is fueled by demonic
hostility rather than by fair, even-handed critique.

When does the critique of the Israeli government
become antisemitic?

When criticism crosses into denying Israel’s legitimacy,
calling for its destruction, or applying double standards and
demonizing the Jewish people as a group, it is antisemitism
in practice.

What applications come to mind from this discussion?

e  Christian Zionism is biblical.

e Christians rejecting Zionism leads to Replacement
Theology and Antisemitism.

e  Christians rejecting Zionism is Apostasy, a sign of the
end of the Church Age.



