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Isaiah 17:1-14 – Proclamation Against Syria and Israel  

The burden against Damascus. “Behold, Damascus will 

cease from being a city, and it will be a ruinous heap. 
2 The cities of Aroer are forsaken; they will be for flocks 

Which lie down, and no one will make them afraid. 
3 The fortress also will cease from Ephraim, the kingdom 

from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria; they will be as 

the glory of the children of Israel,” says the Lord of hosts. 
4 “In that day it shall come to pass that the glory of Jacob 

will wane, and the fatness of his flesh grow lean. 
5 It shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, 

And reaps the heads with his arm; it shall be as he who 

gathers heads of grain in the Valley of Rephaim. 
6 Yet gleaning grapes will be left in it, like the shaking of an 

olive tree, two or three olives at the top of the uppermost 

bough, four or five in its most fruitful branches,” 

Says the Lord God of Israel. 
7 In that day a man will look to his Maker, and his eyes will 

have respect for the Holy One of Israel. 
8 He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands; 

He will not respect what his fingers have made, nor the 

wooden images nor the incense altars. 
9 In that day his strong cities will be as a forsaken bough 

And an uppermost branch, which they left because of the 

children of Israel; and there will be desolation. 
10 Because you have forgotten the God of your salvation, 

And have not been mindful of the Rock of your stronghold, 

Therefore you will plant pleasant plants 

And set out foreign seedlings; 
11 In the day you will make your plant to grow, and in the 

morning, you will make your seed to flourish; but the 

harvest will be a heap of ruins in the day of grief and 

desperate sorrow. 
12 Woe to the multitude of many people who make a 

noise like the roar of the seas, and to the rushing of nations 

That make a rushing like the rushing of mighty waters! 
13 The nations will rush like the rushing of many waters; 

But God will rebuke them and they will flee far away, 

And be chased like the chaff of the mountains before the 

wind, like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. 
14 Then behold, at eventide, trouble! and before the 

morning, he is no more. This is the portion of those who 

plunder us, and the lot of those who rob us. 

 

What do we know about Damascus? 

Damascus, with its current population of 2 million, is the 

capital of Syria and ranks among the oldest cities in the 

world. The history of Damascus is one of upheaval, 

bloodshed, invading armies, destruction, rebuilding, and 

more destruction. 

• UNESCO’s World Heritage Convention site refers to 

the “Ancient City of Damascus” as “among the oldest 

continually inhabited cities in the world.” 

 

What was the situation with Damascus during Isaiah’s 

day? 

Isaiah 7 refers to the northern kingdom of Israel plotting an 

unholy alliance with Damascus, the capital of Syria, 

against the southern kingdom of Judah.  

• Israel and Syria would not conquer Judah despite their 

threat. Judah’s alliance with Assyria (2 Kings 16:5–9 ) 

was unnecessary and they ended up oppressing them. 

• Assyria conquered Israel and Syria as foretold in Isaiah 

9:8–21. 

 

Was Isaiah 17:1 fulfilled when Assyria conquered 

Syria? 

As is sometimes the case, prophetic passages may have a 

“near and far” application or a “dual fulfillment.” The 

Assyrians pillaged Damascus, but Damascus did not cease 

being a city as prophesied.  

• The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy is yet future 

and may occur in the time-frame of either the Psalm 83 

or Ezekiel 38 wars. 

• We see the stage being set for the destruction of 

Damascus today with Iran using it as a staging hub for 

weapons and Israel’s regular airstrikes in the area. 

 

Why would God cause Damascus to become a ruinous 

heap? 

The nations that demonstrated hostility toward Israel will 

be punished. The Syrians have long been enemies of the 

Jews, and, to this day, Syria continues breathing threats 

against the nation of Israel. The Bible gives a stern warning 

against the nations who would destroy Israel: 

Psalm 2:10–12 – Now therefore, be wise, O kings; be 

instructed, you judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with 

fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest He 
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be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is 

kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their 

trust in Him. 

 

v2 – What cities are forsaken? 

This has to refer to the other cities of Syria. The mention of 

“Aroer” here is probably a scribe error… Aroer was in 

Judah. While it is possible that there may have been 

another Aroer near Damascus, it is more likely that the 

passage should be rendered "the cities thereof shall be 

forsaken." This perspective has been generally accepted by 

modern scholars. 

 

v3 – How is it the fortress will also cease from Ephraim? 

As is often the case, the northern kingdom of Israel is 

referred to by its dominant tribe, Ephraim. At this time, 

Israel and Syria were closely aligned against Judah. Since 

they were such close friends, God announced His judgment 

against Ephraim, against Israel, at the same time He spoke 

to Syria. 2 Kings 15:29 and 16:9 describe the fulfillment of 

this prophecy. 

 

What kind of relationship does Israel have with Syria 

today? 

It is definitely a hotspot for future conflict; a staging area 

for the Magog War.  

• When Syria occupied the Golan Heights, Israel was 

under constant threat of invasion and shelling from 

there. But when Syria eventually made a full-on 

invasion of Israel from the Golan, Israel beat them 

back and captured the Golan Heights.  

• Since then, Syria has often insisted that this 

strategically crucial region is theirs and must be given 

back. The Israelis are adamant that they will never give 

back land that belongs to them and is necessary for 

their security.  

• Syria has often fought Israel through terrorism and 

their support of militia groups in Lebanon.  

• The dream of a “Greater Syria,” encompassing Syria, 

Lebanon, and parts of northern Israel is a powerful 

influence in the Syrian leadership. 

 

What is the remnant of Syria and how will they be as the 

glory of the children of Israel? 

The remnant of Syria will be those who survive the 

Assyrian conquest. But they will be as the glory of the 

children of Israel, a mere memory. In the future, the glory 

of the children of Israel will be restored during the 

Millennial Kingdom. So likewise, there must be some 

glory restored to Syria during the Millennial Kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

v4 – When would the glory of Jacob wane? 

When Babylon conquers Judah. Even though the exiles 

would return and build another temple, the Babylonian 

invasion marked the beginning of Times of the Gentiles 

when one gentile power after another would oppress them. 

 

What are the times of the Gentiles? 

Luke 21:24 – Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by 

the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled 

Ezekiel 30:3 points to “a time of doom for the nations” in 

connection with the Day of the Lord. Daniel’s series of 

visions deals with Gentile world powers and their role in 

God’s plan for the earth. Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold, 

silver, bronze, iron, and clay (Daniel 2:31–45) represents 

successive Gentile kingdoms that will dominate until 

Christ returns and establishes His reign. 

 

When would the Times of the Gentiles end? 

Romans 11:25 – A partial hardening has come upon 

Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in 

When Jesus returns to establish His millennial kingdom. 

 

v5-6 – How does harvest imagery help us understand 

the state of Israel when the glory of Jacob wanes? 

Harvest imagery generally represents the judgment of God 

when many souls would be collected, some for eternal life 

and many others for destruction. But there will be some left 

for gleaning, a remnant would remain. 

 

v7 – When would the remnant of Israel have respect for 

the Holy One of Israel? 

This has to be during the Church Age… the Messianic 

Jews of our day.  

 

v8 – What wouldn’t the faithful Jews do? 

He will not look to the altars, the work of his hands: One of 

God’s purposes in judgment is to turn our focus away from 

our idols and the things we have trusted in instead of Him. 

This speaks of this purpose being fulfilled. 

 

v9 – When would the strong cities of the Jews be 

desolate? 

This is what would happen under the judgment of God.  

• In judgment, God would strip away from Israel 

everything they might have trusted in — pagan altars, 

wooden images, incense altars, and even their strong 

cities would give no protection. Their only hope was in 

the LORD. 

• When the Israelites came into the land of Canaan, the 

strong cities of the land were abandoned to them.... 

However, the situation has changed, and the same 

cities will be abandoned by the Israelites themselves as 

they are under the judging hand of God. 
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v10-11 – What would God’s judgment bring to Judah? 

You will plant pleasant plants…you will make your seed to 

flourish; but the harvest will be a heap of ruins. One aspect 

of the LORD’s judgment against Israel will be to bring 

their hard work to nothing. They will work hard to plant 

and grow crops (both literally and figuratively), but the 

harvest will be a heap of ruins. 

Haggai 1:6 – You have sown much, and bring in little; 

you eat, but do not have enough; you drink, but you are 

not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves, but no one 

is warm; and he who earns wages, earns wages to put 

into a bag with holes. 

How much better it is to be listening to Jesus and to have 

our service directed and blessed by Him (Luke 5:1-10). 

 

Why did God judge Judah? 

Because you have forgotten the God of your salvation… 

 

Why does God need us to remember Him? Why can’t 

we just leave Him alone, and He leave us alone?  

It is a sin to forget the God of your salvation because He 

created you, and because He is the God of your salvation. 

If you forget Him, you can forget about your salvation. 

 

Why does Satan want us to forget about God? 

Because it leads to our destruction. Satan does not need to 

make us bank robbers or murderers to destroy us. It is quite 

enough to simply make us forget.  

• We can forget because of sleepiness, a lack of 

attention, or just being distracted.  

• Forgetting the God of our salvation will lead to 

destruction. 

 

What are the foreign seedlings that result in a ruinous 

harvest? 

These are false doctrines that have no eternal value like 

salvation by works, universalism, wokeism, etc… 

 

What is wokeism? 

The official definition is people who are sensitive to social 

and political injustice. A “woke” person is especially 

attentive to racial discrimination and the issues surrounding 

it. Although the word woke has been closely linked to the 

rise of the Black Lives Matter movement, the term goes 

back further than that. 

 

However, wokeism has come to include advocacy of 

socialism, Critical Race Theory (cultural Marxism) and 

trendy doctrines like gender fluidity as promoted by 

LGBTQ activists.  

• WOKE stands for Willfully Overlooking Known Evil 

 

 

Why is cultural Marxism a good label for the 

progressive efforts to cancel Christian values in society? 

Marxism divides people into the oppressed and the 

oppressors in order to force economic change. Cultural 

Marxism applies this oppressor-oppressed division to 

societal issues to change them. 

 

What traditional values are the “progressives” trying to 

change? 

“Progressives” believe traditional culture is the source of 

oppression in the modern world. Cultural Marxism is often 

linked to an insistence upon political correctness, 

multiculturalism, and make perpetual attacks on the 

foundations of culture: the nuclear family, marriage, 

patriotism, traditional morality, law and order, etc. 

 

Why is wokeism being embraced by some, albeit liberal, 

churches? 

It is simply compromising with the world thinking that this 

will make the church more accepted by unbelievers. This 

kind of thing will increase because of the apostasy of the 

church… 

1 Timothy 4:1 – Now the Spirit expressly says that in 

latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed 

to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons 

 

How should a Christian view the racism aspect of being 

“woke”? 

Racism in America has resulted in shame, injustice, and, at 

some points in history, terrible violence. Moreover, no 

clear-thinking person thinks that all remnants of racism 

were erased by the American civil rights movement of the 

mid-twentieth century. For as far as we’ve come since the 

Civil War, there is still room for improvement. 

• But, we have to reject the CRT teaching that the way to 

combat racism is through reverse-racism, essentially 

stirring up racism against the former oppressor race… 

two wrongs do not make a right.  

 

Can racism be fixed through legislation? 

While laws and legislation guard the principle of equal 

rights for all Americans legally, no law can change the 

heart. Someone who is filled with prejudice and racial 

hatred will not suddenly be filled with love simply because 

a new law is passed.  

• Unlike some who pursue change only at the legislative 

level, Christians know the evil of the human heart 

(Jeremiah 17:9).  

• Real justice is possible only when individuals have 

been justified in Christ. Only when we are saved can 

we live out the mandate “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself” in the way taught by Christ (Mark 12:31). 

• Jesus addressed racial divides, among other things, in 

the parable of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37). 
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What is the ultimate solution for racism? 

A Christian must realize that real racial reconciliation in 

the Church occurs when we prioritize our identity in Christ 

over our belonging to a racial category or ethnicity.  

• Members of the body of Christ should feel more at 

home in their Christian family than even in their own 

ethnicity: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). 

• We are reconciled with God and united to Christ (2 

Corinthians 5:18), allowing us to be truly reconciled 

with one another. Real change and real answers to the 

problems of racism, injustice, other societal evils are 

found in God’s Word and in the peace He gives. 

 

As Christians, to what should we be “woke”? 

We should be “woke” to the light of the gospel… 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god 

of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God, should shine on them. 

To the love of God for our family in Christ…  

1 John 2:11 – Anyone who hates a brother or sister is in 

the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do 

not know where they are going, because the darkness 

has blinded them 

To the fact of temptation in the world… 

Matthew 26:41 – Watch and pray, lest you enter into 

temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak. 

 

v12-14 – Who is the multitude that make a noise like 

the roar of the seas that God will rebuke? 

These are the nations that oppress Israel, those who plunder 

us, and the lot of those who rob us (v14). 

 

How is it these oppressive nations make a noise like the 

roar of the seas? 

The roar of the seas is white noise… no coherence, just the 

sound of chaotic clamoring. White noise provides no 

information, it means nothing and will come to nothing 

when it comes to God’s plan. 

 

Are there any nations that don’t get involved in 

oppressing Israel? 

No… though we see a general foreshadowing of this today, 

during the Tribulation, all nations would oppose Israel. 

Zechariah 12:3 – it shall happen in that day that I will 

make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all 

who would heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, 

though all nations of the earth are gathered against it. 

 

If the nations oppressing Israel become “no more,” how 

will there be Gentile nations in the Millennial 

Kingdom?  

There will be remnant representatives of most nations that 

survive the Tribulation to populate the earth during the 

Millennial kingdom. These will be the sheep of the Sheep 

and Goat Judgment, Matthew 25. 

 

What is the comforting principle in the portion of those 

who plunder us? 

Even in the midst of judgment, God shows mercy. As bad 

as it was going to be for Israel, it could have been worse. 

God would allow it for a time, then He would rebuke those 

attacking Israel.  

• Israel was not at the mercy of circumstances or their 

enemies; they were at the mercy of God. 

 

What applications come to mind from our discussion? 

• God will judge the enemies of Israel… you don’t want 

to be an enemy of God or His people. 

• There will be a time with the fullness of the Gentiles 

will be complete… the end will come and we’re 

getting closer every day. 

• God’s judgment often involves bringing our hard work 

to nothing… being right with Him is the most 

important thing. 

• False doctrines result in a ruinous (worthless) harvest. 

• The solution to racism is following Jesus. 

• God is merciful even in judgment… repent and renew 

your relationship with him to avoid His judgment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


