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All Things Made New
Revelation 21:1-8
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also, there
was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people. God Himself will be with them and be their
God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have
passed away.”
5
Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all
things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words
are true and faithful.”
6
And He said to me, “It] is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the
fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He
who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the
second death.”

pass away with a great noise, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be burned up
What is the significance of our eternal home being
on a new earth?
We are triune beings made in the image of God with a
body, soul, and spirit per 1 Thess 5:23. We will
always have a body, soul and spirit. We have a
physical nature and we’ll always live in a physical
world.
Why does the physical universe need to be re-created?
It is corrupted because of sin.
Romans 8:21 – the creation itself also will be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God.
It was created very good for people but the consequence of
sin introduced decay (2nd Law of Thermodynamics). The
new heaven and earth will, like our bodies, be eternal.
Why would the new earth not have any sea?

• Sea is a symbol in the Revelation of the nations…
the sea of nations; sometimes calm but often
turbulent. All people will be united, there will be
no national distinctions.
• Literally, there will be no saltine oceans… The sea

v1-2 – What did the Apostle John see?
A new heaven and earth, and the New Jerusalem… a vision
of the Eternal State. Just as we get permanent bodies, the
physical universe where we will live gets a makeover as
well.

is a place of turmoil where great storms develop and
consists of corrosive salty water. Since there is beauty
in great bodies of water, I’d expect there to be great
fresh water lakes that remain calm.

What is the New Jerusalem?
It is the city were our eternal home will be.

Why did the New Jerusalem come down out of heaven?

It is what Jesus promised us and what we’d expect
given the Jewish marriage traditions at the time He
promised this…

What is the first heaven and earth that passed
away?
• The heaven and earth as we know it today passed
away; they will be renovated by fire…
2 Pet 3: 10 – But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will

John 14:2 – In My Father’s house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you.
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What does it tell us that the New Jerusalem was
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband?
The New Jerusalem will be spectacular. It will look more
amazing than we can imagine.

Will there be marriages in heaven?
Believing spouses will certainly have fellowship in
heaven but marriage is an institution for this world
only.
Matthew 22:30 – At the resurrection people will
v3 – What will be amazing about our eternal home?
neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will
Heaven comes to earth. God will make His home with
be like the angels in heaven.
us in a physical world.
The quality of the relationships will be better in
heaven than on earth.
v4 – What will characterize our eternal existence?
• The joys of heaven will far exceed the pleasures
There will be nothing to grieve over, no suffering, no
of marital intimacy; there will no longer be a
death. There will be everything good about life with
need for the exclusive relationships that protect
none of the pain of life in this fallen world.
us from loneliness and despair in a fallen world.
What can we expect our eternal bodies to be like?
Since Jesus was the firstfruits of the resurrection per 1
Cor 15:20, our eternal bodies will be like His glorious
body…
Philippians 3:20-21 – Our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to
bring everything under his control, will transform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like His
glorious body.

v5 – How is it that all things will be made new?
• Nothing will show age; we will all be in the prime
of our life for eternity
• Probably the 2nd Law of Thermodynamics will be
rescinded that cause things to rust, become less
ordered.
What are the implications of all things being made
new?
Why do we limit this? For Teresa: we will likely be
reunited with even our beloved pets… While animals
do not have spirits like people, they do have souls
(emotions, personality, thinking ability)...
Psalm 36:6 – O LORD, You preserve man and
beast.
It is also likely that relationships will be enhanced
because at least some will speak.
• “every creature’ sings honor to God per Rev 5:13
• Eve did not think it strange that a snake spoke
• Balaam’s donkey spoke in Numbers 22
• an eagle announces trumpet judgments in Rev 8:13.

What do the post-resurrections of Jesus reveal
about what our bodies will be like?
Luke 24:36-43 – Jesus Himself stood in the midst of
them, and said to them, "Peace to you. “But they were
terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a
spirit. And He said to them, "Why are you troubled?
And why do doubts arise in your hearts? "Behold My
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and
see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see I have. “When He had said this, He showed them
His hands and His feet. But while they still did not
believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them, "Have
you any food here?” So they gave Him a piece of a
broiled fish and some honeycomb. And He took it and
ate in their presence.
• He materialized in their presence.
• They recognized Him.
• He was identified as a man (He did not lose His
gender identity)
• He had a physical body with hands and feet;
flesh and bones.
• He ate food.

What other implications may be considered for all
things being made new?
The fruit of our labor that glorifies God in this world
will be redeemed in the new world…
Psalm 90:17 – And let the beauty of the LORD our
God be upon us, and establish the work of our
hands for us; yes, establish the work of our hands.
This idea is reinforced in the context of the last days:
Revelation 14:13 – Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord from now on. “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that
they may rest from their labors, and their works
follow them”
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Is it only science fiction to think God will enable us
to explore the stars?
Sci-Fi has a propensity to come to fruition. It is the
result of mankind’s God-given sense of adventure,
wonder, creativity, and imagination…
Ephesians 3:20 – Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works in us
Is God’s imagination less than that of His imagebearers?
Psalm 37:4 – Delight yourself also in the LORD,
and He shall give you the desires of your heart.

v6 – How is Jesus the Alpha & Omega?
Jesus is the beginning and the end, the Eternal One.
What is this fountain of the water of life?
It is Jesus Himself, the giver of life. Jesus is the live
giver and it is only through Him that we get what we
are ultimately thirsting for, eternal life.
v7 – What is an overcomer?
One who overcomes the curse of this world, being
spiritually dead for eternity.

v8 – What do those who do not overcome inherit?
The Second Death, the lake of fire, hell

How does one become an overcomer?
See the letters to the 7 churches, Rev 2-3… trusting in
the work of Jesus Christ on the cross alone for your
salvation. You have a genuine relationship with Him
made possible by your human spirit being born from
above (aka born again).

Why is eternal separation from God called the
second death?
It is the spiritual death which follows physical death
for all who have not embraced the provision God
made for salvation.

What do overcomers inherit?
• All things. Those who spend eternity with Jesus
will not miss out on any good thing this world has
to offer.
• Being a child of God.
Romans 8:16-17 – The Spirit Himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God
and joint heirs with Christ

Is the second death annihilation?
Some think so but I think all people will exist into
eternity since we are made in the image of God. The
question is not if we will continue to exist, it is where
we will exist… in the presence of God or separated
from Him.
Why are these specific sins called out as deserving
of eternal damnation?
They are things God hates, but ultimately the key one
is unbelieving… all other sins can be forgiven but the
one of unbelief. We are all sinners but only those who
never repented of the “Sin” of unbelief will not spend
eternity with Christ.

What are the implications of inheriting all things?
We will not be limited to viewing God’s glory in the
new heavens just from the new earth.
Psalm 19:1 – The heavens declare the glory of God
God’s glory will increase the more we know Him
through His creation… God will enable His children
to explore the stars…
John 14:3 – I will come back and take you to be
with me that you also may be where I am.
Jesus promised us that we would be able to go where
ever He may be; and He can go anywhere…
Psalm 139:7-8 – Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to
the heavens, you are there

But what about those who lived and died before
Jesus went to the cross? How were they saved?
God knows what they trusted in. We are all saved by
the grace of God through faith (Eph 2:8-9). Those
faithful to God who died before Jesus trusted in God’s
provision for salvation, they just didn’t know what
that was before the cross. All people are saved by the
grace of God through faith in His provision.
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The New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:9-21
9
Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked
with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the
Lamb’s wife.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
11
having the glory of God. Her light was like a most
precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also
she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve
angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are
the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
13
three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three
gates on the south, and three gates on the west.
14
Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on
them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
15
And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure
the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a
square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he
measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs.
Its length, breadth, and height are equal. 17 Then he
measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits,
according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel.
18
The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city
was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 he foundations of the
wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious
stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire,
the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth
sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the
eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve
gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass.

v12-13 – What do the 12 gates represent?
• Israel… the people God used to bring the Messiah
and document His Word.
• We will not be confined to the New Jerusalem but
it will be our home and may come and go.

v9 – Who is the Lamb and his bride?
• The Lamb is Jesus who made the ultimate sacrifice
to pay the sin penalty of all who’d trust in Him.
• The bride is His followers, the church, us!

The Glory of the New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:22-27
22
But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and
the Lamb are its temple. 23The city had no need of the sun
or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of
those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of
the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates
shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night
there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of
the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie,
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

v14 – What do the foundations represent?
The apostles of Jesus who He used to build His church.
v15-16 – How large is our eternal home?
• Given a furlong = 1/8 mile…
1500 miles by 1500 miles by 1500 miles
• A cube or a pyramid.
• Assume a pyramid with 14B people, 50% common
area, each would have a cube 1800 ft on a side; or
with a 100-foot ceiling, a room 1.4 miles by 1.4
miles!
v17 – How high was the wall?
Given 1 cubit = 18 inches… 216 feet
v18 – What was the wall made of?
Jasper… hard, pretty stone
What was the city made of?
Pure gold, like clear glass… precious, polished
v19-21 – What is the significance of the adornment
of the foundation?
Beautiful & precious gems… what we should
consider the foundation of our faith to be.

v10-11 – How is our eternal home described?
It reflected the glory of God, a place worthy of Him
spending eternity in it; shining like a precious gem.
v12 – Why did the New Jerusalem need a wall?
It is symbolic… only those legally allowed to be there
are permitted. There will be no undocumented
refugees in the New Jerusalem.

v22 – Why will there be no temple there?
The Triune God will be there, the city itself is the
temple.
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So, does that mean there will be present things that
defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie during
the Eternal State?
We could write this off as being rhetorical or we could
acknowledge that this is a possibility given this vast
universe and the potential for additional dimensions
where there are new creations that need to know
God…
Isaiah 9:6-7 – For unto us a Child is born, unto
us a Son is given; And the government will be
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace There will be no end

v23 – What will light the New Jerusalem?
God Himself… we will see everything in the New
Jerusalem because everything will reflect the glory of
God.
Does this mean there will be no sun light?
No, it doesn’t say that… just that sun light will not be
necessary to see things.
v24 – What is this reference to nations, I thought
there would be no sea?
Nations is ethnos in the Greek… we will still have a
racial or national identity; we’ll just all be one people.
How is it the kings of the earth will bring their
glory and honor into the New Jerusalem?
Accomplishments of the redeemed will render honor
to whom it is due, our Creator-God.

What is the blessing to us in this description of the New
Jerusalem?
• There is a city where we can all live in eternal bodies
that will never get sick, wear out or grow old.
• We will be spending eternity with our Creator and
Savior
• The Eternal State will not have the curse that plagues
this fallen world.

v25 – When will the gates of our new home be shut?
Never, there will be no night with the illumination
from God. We will not need to sleep. It will truly be
the city that never sleeps.
v26 – What is the glory and honor of the nations?
• How people have contributed to people coming to
know the source of all glory and honor.
• Everyone will know the contribution of everyone
else in building the Kingdom of God.
v27 – Who may enter the New Jerusalem?
Only those written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
What is this Book of Life and how do you get your
name in there?
• It is God’s official record of all who will spend
eternity with Him thus it is all who have been born
again and know Jesus Christ as their Savior.
• God wrote our names in the Book in eternity past
because He knows who will trust in Him…
Rev 13:8 – those who dwell on the earth will
marvel, whose names are not written in the
Book of Life from the foundation of the world
Who may not enter the New Jerusalem?
Anything that defiles, causes an abomination or a lie.
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