
The initiatives of  the Greater Hall Workforce Development Task Force, 
founded in 2015, are vital to the state of  our current and future economy.  
These programs, developed through volunteer leadership, participating 
industries, educators and business professionals, are shaping the future of  
our community.  Partnering with Vision 2030's Education Consortium, 
this Chamber program is making great strides in linking the energy of  our 
youth with local industries and businesses to grow a workforce for today 
and tomorrow.

The Chamber and VISION 2030 initiated the 7th Grade Career Path 
Fairs last year and is a collaborative initiative with the University of  
North Georgia and Lanier Technical College.  The program seeks to help 
local middle school students become aware of  career opportunities in 
Gainesville and Hall County.  Two Career Path Fairs have been scheduled 
for spring 2019 with an estimated 1,200 7th graders participating with 45 
area businesses, representing over 16 different career paths.

Forty-five area companies representing over a dozen career paths will have the opportunity to impact 
students on just how interesting their business is! Each of  the 1,200 students have chosen four career 
paths of  interest and 
following the event will 
choose one of  those 
career pathways to focus 
on during their plan of  
study in high school. 
Some of  the high school 
completed career paths 
come with certifications 
and all give the student 
more employability in an 
area of  their interest. The 
objective is to let students 
become acquainted with 
local people representing 
local opportunities in 
the career path of  their 
choice.

The goal is to inform 
students of  careers that 
they can build right here 
at home.  The Career 
Path Fairs give 7th 
graders an opportunity 
for a “light bulb” 
moment to connect to a 
career that will inspire 
them prior to entering 
high school.

Planning and sponsoring 
organizations for the program include the Greater Hall Chamber, Vision 2030, University of  North 
Georgia, Lanier Technical College, Hall County School System, Gainesville City School System, 
Georgia Mountains Worksource, Chick-fil-A, the Georgia Beverage Association, Edward Jones/
Michael Lancaster and Cochran Brothers Electric.

Details:  Shelley Davis, Chamber Vice President of  Existing Industry, or Elizabeth Higgins, 
Executive Director of  Vision 2030, at 770-532-6206.

Developing Our Future Workforce

Carol Burrell
President & CEO, 
Northeast Georgia Health 
System; Chair, Greater Hall 
Chamber of  CommerceFr

om
 t

he
 C

ha
ir

2

Kat

VOLUME 24   ISSUE 10
McKemie West, Editor  •  Email:  kwest@ghcc.com

www.GreaterHallChamber.com

Norman Baggs, The Times
Nick Bruner, Rushton
Missy Burgess, Lanier Islands
Caitlin Collins, Mincey Marble Manufacturing
Namon Collins, Allstate Insurance
Stacey Dickson, Lake Lanier CVB
Danny Dunagan, Mayor, City of Gainesville
Dr. Suzanne Erickson, Brenau University
Terry Evans, Pinnacle Bank
Jim Grier, Mayor, City of Lula
Joy Griffin, United Way of Hall County
Richard Higgins, Chair, Hall Co. Commission
Logan Jones, Wilheit Packaging
Dr. John Kennedy, Lakeview Academy
Jennifer Landers, Newland Communities
David Lloyd, Liberty Utilities
Mike McGraw, PrideStaff / Ranger Mfg
J.D. Mealor, Regions Bank
Terry Merck, American Yazaki
Mike Miller, Mayor, City of Flowery Branch
Sheri Millwood, Oakwood City Council
Terry Morrisey, Intelligent Energy
James Nix, Mayor, City of Clermont

Nancy Norton, The Norton Agency
Dr. Richard Oates, University of North Georgia 
Bill Orr, Mayor, Town of Braselton
Dr. Ray Perren, Lanier Technical College
Michele Piucci, Peach State Bank
Col. Stas Preczewski, Riverside Military Academy
Josh Schlieman, Sullivan & Schlieman
Will Schofield, Hall County School System
Dr. Ed Schrader, Brenau University
Alan Schuetze, Carroll Daniel Construction
Mulham Shbeib, Mar-Jac Poultry 
Sarita Madera Smith, Homestar Financial Corp
Terry Spicer, King's Hawaiian
Ahna Still, Halski Systems
Kevin Strada, The Atlanta Falcons
John Turner, Northeast Georgia Health System
Roy Turpin, Mayor, City of Gillsville
Philip Wilheit, Wilheit Packaging
Arrik Williams, Tatsumi Intermodal USA 
Dr. Jeremy Williams, Gainesville City Schools
Darryl Workman, South State Bank 
Mike Zeiler, Bitzer US, Inc.

Christa Andrews, Corporate Storage, LLC
Carin Booth, UGA Extension Hall County
Haley Bower, Clipper Petroleum
Chris Brown, Delta Community Credit Union
Jonathan Collins, Capstone Properties Group
Regina Dyer, Gainesville CVB
Renee Ginn, Chick-fil-A Gainesville

Dianne Hicks, eXp Realty 
Jay Kilroy, Willis Investment Counsel
Robyn Lynch, Lake Lanier Olympic Park
Andrew May, Atlanta Rehab & Performance
Casey Ryals, Hall County Farm Bureau Insurance
Sheila Sanchez, State Farm Insurance
Alison Smith, Bagwell Insurance Group
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Greater Hall Chamber of Commerce  
2019-2020 Executive Committee

Chair
Carol Burrell, Northeast Georgia 
Health System

Chair Elect
Brian Rochester
Rochester & Associates

Treasurer
Glennis Barnes
Georgia Power

Vice Chair, Economic 
Development
David Lee
Jackson EMC

Vice Chair, Community 
Development
Caroline Lewallen
Jaemor Farms 

Vice Chair, Education 
Andi Farmer
Milton Martin Honda

Vice Chair, Marketing
Tate O'Rouke
Jackson EMC 

Vice Chair, Government
Philip Wilheit, Jr.
Wilheit Packaging

Vice Chair, Membership
Brett Fowler
Turner, Wood & Smith Insurance

Chair, VISION 2030
Phillippa Lewis Moss
Community Service Center
Elizabeth Higgins
Executive Director

Vice Chair, South Hall Council
Geoff Lee
Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta 

Co-Chairs, HALLmark
Paul Chambers, AT&T
Mimi Collins, Longstreet Clinic
Randall Frost, Stewart, Melvin 
& Frost

Senior Advisor
Dixie Truelove
Truelove Family Farms

Immediate Past Chairman
Perry Barnett, CPA, Rushton

Chamber President & CEO
Kit Dunlap

Board of Directors 2019-2020

Associate Directors 2019-2020

Greater Hall Chamber Staff
Executive
Kit Dunlap, President & CEO
Gerri Collins, Executive Assistant

Economic Development
Tim Evans, Vice President
Shelley Davis, Vice President Existing Industry
Amanda Lewis, Project Manager
Madison Hopkins, Project Manager

Finance & Operations
David Umberson, Vice President, Finance 
and Human Resources

Membership Development
Mandy Lathem, Vice President, Events
Christen Wilbanks, Vice President, Sales
Kara Tate, Vice President, Sales & Programs

Education & Leadership
Andi Harmon, Vice President

Government Affairs
Kit Dunlap, President & CEO

South Hall Council
Kara Tate, Vice President, Sales & Programs

Community Development
Robin Halstead, Vice President

VISION 2030
Elizabeth Higgins, Executive Director

Marketing & Communications
Kemie West, Business Link Editor/Consultant

Greater Hall Chamber Welcome Center
Robin Halstead, Manager

Intern
Jacquelyn Christoph, Brenau University
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Jose Gonzalez of  Cochran Brothers Electric shows students how to 
program a Variable Frequency Drive to control assembly lines based on 
speed demands at the 7th Grade Career Path Fair on March 14 at the 
University of North Georgia Gainesville Campus.  The event gave over 500 
students the opportunity to learn about various career options to help guide 
them with their plan of study in high school.  A second career path fair is 
scheduled for April 12 at Lanier Technical College.


