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The polar vortex is back, but this year is different. Climate change is here, and we could
be in for some wild weather.

GETTY IMAGES

Pedestrians walk along wet and slushy streets in Manhattan as warmer temperatures melt snow

from a historic weekend blizzard on January 27, 2016 in New York City.

By: Genna Buck Metro Published on Fri Apr 01 2016

The polar ice cap is the smallest we have ever seen it. Each winter, the vast arena of

ice that covers the Arctic Ocean reaches a peak area big enough to cover all of

Canada and about half the United States. This year is different. The ice’s peak size is

the smallest it’s been in the 37 years we’ve measured it. Climate change is here, and

we could be in for some wild weather.

WHAT’s GOING ON?

Scientists believe sea ice helps keep the circling mass of cold air we call the polar

vortex close to the North Pole.

As global average temperatures have climbed, the Arctic Ocean ice has shrunk.

Arctic temperatures were 5.5 to 8.3 C above normal this season.

With less ice to reflect sunlight, the ocean absorbs it. This triggers changes to

pressure and temperature and causes the jet stream to wander and wobble.

The result? Frigid polar vortex air travels south, unleashing cold snaps like the one

expected in the next few days from Manitoba to the Maritimes. Brr!

A meandering jet stream is also a recipe for extreme weather events like Hurricane

Sandy.

Toronto designer creates
hammock that lets you
nap under your desk

Two teen boys in custody
after assaulting Halifax
bus driver

Halifax father charged
after baby found
abandoned, crying in van

Notorious animal broker
Gail Benoit up on new
charges after selling cats

Sign In (https://my.metronews.ca/users/sign_in)

Toronto wants to widen the gap between huge
condo towers

PARTNER CONTENT

9 treasures you can’t
miss on Amelia Island

Vegas still a draw for
fun- and sun-star…

PARTNER CONTENT

How to raise cash for
your small busines…

University of Toronto
rejects calls to d…

Climate shocker: Now global warming is making things colder | Metro News http://www.metronews.ca/views/science-says/2016/04/01/global-warmin...

1 of 3 4/1/2016 11:09 AM



Climate shocker: Now
global warming is
making things colder

Acknowledge! Iconic
Halifax Explosion
Heritage Minute takes
the crown

Transgender model
debuts at Western
Canada Fashion Week

Toronto designer
creates hammock that
lets you nap under your
desk

ANDRES PLANA/METRO

Editors' Picks

More on Metronews.ca

Read more about: Editors' Picks

Toronto Blue Jays ready
to fly after turbulent off-...

'Have mercy on us all':
The exceedingly strang...

and thoughtful discussion. Readers are encouraged to flag comments that fail to meet the
n our Community Code of Conduct. For further information, including our legal guidelines,

website Terms and Conditions.

About

About Us

Contact

Careers

RSS Feeds

Terms

Advertising Terms

Terms and Conditions

Commenting Guidelines

Privacy Code

Metronews.ca

My Metro Store

Contests

Metro Panel

Special Features

New Metronews.ca FAQ

Climate shocker: Now global warming is making things colder | Metro News http://www.metronews.ca/views/science-says/2016/04/01/global-warmin...

2 of 3 4/1/2016 11:09 AM



© Copyright Free Daily News Group Inc. 2001-2016 Terms and Conditions Privacy Policy

Climate shocker: Now global warming is making things colder | Metro News http://www.metronews.ca/views/science-says/2016/04/01/global-warmin...

3 of 3 4/1/2016 11:09 AM


